
	 Founded in Fall 2024, the Clover High School Trombone Collective is a dynamic ensemble 
designed to explore diverse repertoire across multiple musical genres. Created to provide students 
with the unique opportunity to perform in a smaller, more intimate setting, the Collective challenges 
its members to develop their musicianship and ensemble skills. The group has performed at various 
local and community events, concerts, and festivals throughout York County, enriching the area’s music 
scene creating memorable experiences for all.

Clover High School Trombone Collective
Clover, SC

Saturday, February 7, 2026
11:45am, Alumni Center
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The Spartanburg Philharmonic Youth Orchestra was founded in 2019 to bring together the best young 
players from across the Upstate as a core education program of the Spartanburg Philharmonic. SPYO has 
3 ensembles: Symphony (full symphonic orchestra) under the direction of Susan Wines, Prelude Honors 
(intermediate advanced string chamber ensemble), and Prelude (strings-only ensemble) under the direc-
tion of Dr. Joshua Miller. We provide a place where musically inclined students from across the upstate of 
South Carolina learn to master their instruments and collaborate with others to produce three high-quality 
performances each year.

Spartanburg Philharmonic Youth Orchestra
Spartanburg, SC

Saturday, February 7, 2026
12:15pm, Ballroom A
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	 The Northwestern High School Symphonic Band of Rock Hill, South Carolina, serves as the premier concert ensem-
ble within the distinguished Northwestern High School Band program. Recognized for its artistry, musicianship, and commit-
ment to musical excellence, the ensemble continues a proud legacy of achievement that has brought regional, national, and 
international acclaim to the Northwestern Bands.
	 Under the direction of Scot McGuire and Daniel Gulledge, the Symphonic Band performs advanced literature for 
wind ensemble and concert band, showcasing both technical mastery and expressive depth. Students in the ensemble are 
consistently selected for the South Carolina Region and All-State Bands, South Carolina All-State Jazz Band, South Carolina 
All-State Orchestra, and the Music for All National Honor Band, reflecting a culture of dedication and leadership in musician-
ship.
	 The Northwestern Band program includes two concert ensembles, the award-winning Purple Regiment marching 
band, jazz band, percussion ensembles, and a robust chamber music program. The ensembles have earned widespread rec-
ognition for performances across the country and abroad, including an invited musical tribute performance at the Pearl Har-
bor Memorial in Honolulu, Hawaii, and participation in the London New Year’s Day Parade in London, England. Continuing 
this tradition of excellence, the Symphonic Band has been named an invited featured performer at Carnegie Hall in March 
2026, representing both Northwestern High School and the state of South Carolina on one of the world’s most prestigious 
stages.
	 Through its performances, educational philosophy, and enduring legacy, the Northwestern High School Symphonic 
Band continues to inspire audiences and elevate the standard of scholastic music performance in South Carolina and be-
yond.

Northwestern High School 
Symphonic Band

Rock Hill, SC
Saturday, February 7, 2026

12:30pm, Alumni Center
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	 With a mission to serve South Carolina’s artistically gifted high school students, the Music Department offers a nationally rec-
ognized curriculum that provides pre-professional instruction in an environment of artistic and academic excellence. Students receive 
private lessons in orchestral instruments, piano, and voice, and participate in a wide array of musical experiences including large en-
sembles, opera and musical theatre workshops, chamber music, jazz ensembles, seminars, master classes, special topics courses, music 
theory, and music history.
	 Woodwind students are active and engaged performers, regularly featured in solo and chamber music recitals, as well as 
guest artist master classes. They perform with the Wind Ensemble, Sinfonia Chamber Orchestra, and Jazz Orchestra, gaining valuable 
experience in a variety of musical settings. In addition, students frequently collaborate with other artistic disciplines on campus, foster-
ing interdisciplinary creativity. Students in the woodwind studio have earned recognition in state, regional, and national competitions, 
including the Music Teachers National Association (MTNA), Honor Band of America, and the SCBDA Master Recital. Many participate 
annually in South Carolina All-State and All-Region Bands and the All-State Orchestra. In addition, woodwind students have been fea-
tured as concerto competition winners with the Greenville County Youth Orchestra and Carolina Youth Symphony.
	 Graduates of the Music Department have been awarded scholarships to prestigious colleges, conservatories, and universities 
across the country and around the world. Alumni have gone on to successful careers as performers with national and international en-
sembles, on Broadway, national television, and European stages. Many are now educators, teaching at universities, conservatories, and 
in public schools, while others have applied their artistic training to a wide range of professional fields, continuing to enrich the world 
through their creative perspective.

South Carolina Governor’s School Woodwind Choir
Greenville, SC

Saturday, February 7, 2026
1:00pm, Exhibit Hall Pre-function
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	 The Beech Springs Middle School Combined Choirs is a non-auditioned ensemble of all choral 
students in grades 6-8. This program is only in its second year as a middle school choral program, after 
transitioning from a 5-6 intermediate general music program. In facilitating this transition, Mrs. Shiflett 
established a successful after school choral program that rehearsed two days every week. Students un-
der her direction helped to establish a culture of choral excellence through their work both during and 
after school, auditioned for and attended SCMEA Choral Clinics, SCMEA Elementary Honor Choir, SC 
ACDA All-State Honor Choirs, ACDA Southern Division Honor Choirs, and ACDA National Honor Choirs. 
In their last year as an intermediate school program, the Beech Springs After School Choir attended CPA 
as one of the only intermediate choral programs, and achieved straight superiors on stage and in sight 
reading. In their first year as a middle school choral program, Beech Springs Choirs attended CPA as the 
Combined Choirs ensemble, and achieved Superior with Distinction. The program the ensemble will 
perform has been designed to showcase what all students, regardless of grade level or placement, can 
achieve in their middle school choral experience.

Beech Springs Middle School
Duncan, SC

Saturday, February 7, 2026
1:15pm, USC Recital Hall

SCMEA 2026 Performing Groups / Choir

WINTER 2025 | www.scmea.net 47



	 The James F. Byrnes High School Chorale is an auditioned ensemble of approximately 40 dedicated 
student musicians in grades 10 through 12. Based in Duncan, South Carolina, this ensemble is a corner-
stone for the emerging and dynamic choral programs within Spartanburg District Five.
	 The Byrnes Chorale has quickly distinguished itself through exceptional musicality, including precise 
articulation, expressive dynamic contrast, and a vibrant, energetic sound. Chorale performs a diverse rep-
ertoire spanning classical masterworks, contemporary choral literature, spirituals, and multicultural selec-
tions, reflecting both vocal versatility and a commitment to cultural awareness.
	 In addition to formal assessments, Chorale actively engages in regional festivals, school and com-
munity performances, and collaborative projects with composers. The ensemble is especially honored to 
premiere a newly commissioned work by composer Ryan Main at this year’s SCMEA Conference.
	 The James F. Byrnes High School Chorale is proud to represent the students, staff, and community of 
Spartanburg District Five, and is deeply honored to perform at the 2026 SCMEA Conference.

James F. Byrnes High School Choir
Duncan, SC

Saturday, February 7, 2026
1:45pm, USC Recital Hall
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The Socastee High sax ensemble was founded in 2025 by then junior, Jordan Bray. They have performed 
at our spring concerts as well as community events. The ensemble received a perfect score at the 2025 
SC Solo and Ensemble Adjudication. The goal of the ensemble is to explore and promote saxophone 
specific literature.

Socastee High School Saxophone Quintet
Myrtle Beach, SC

Saturday, February 7, 2026
1:45pm, Alumni Center
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OFFICERS

President: Tommy Finigan
	 Colleton County High School
	 tommy.finigan@scmea.net

Immediate Past-President: Colleen Marcou
	 Irmo High School
	 colleen.marcou@scmea.net

President-Elect: Erik Hines
	 Sumter High School
	 erik.hines@scmea.net

Executive Director: Patti Foy
	 SCMEA Retired
	 patti.foy@scmea.net

ELEMENTARY DIVISION

President: Ginny Capps
	 Waterway Elementary
	 ginny.capps@scmea.net

Immediate Past -President: Seth Phillips
	 Williams Memorial Elementary School
	 seth.phillips@scmea.net

President-Elect: Kristin Bence
	 Rudolph Gordon School
	 kristin.bence@scmea.net

GUITAR DIVISION

President: Benjamin Broughton
	 Dreher High School 
	 benjamin.broughton@richlandone.org

Immediate Past-President: Chris Essig
	 Ben Lippen School
	 chris.essig@benlippen.com

President-Elect: Isaac Greene
	 Bob Jones University
	 isaac.greene@scmea.net

HIGHER EDUCATION DIVISION

President: Julia M. McCallum
	 Winthrop University
	 julia.mccallum@scmea.net

Immediate Past-President: Rosetta Dingle
	 SC State University
	 rosetta.dingle@scmea.net

President-Elect: Sue Samuels
	 Furman University
	 sue.samuels@scmea.net

ORCHESTRA DIVISION

President: Tammie Burrows
	 Chesnee High School
	 tammie.burrows@scmea.net

Immediate Past-President: Allison Key
	 McCracken Middle School
	 allison.key@scmea.net

President-Elect: Chad Hammer
	 Ten Oaks School
	 Chad.hammer@scmea.net

BAND DIVISION

President: Adam Scheuch
	 Mauldin High School
	 ascheuch@bandlink.org

Vice-President: Leslie Gilreath
	 Summerville High School
	 lgilreath@bandlink.org

 President-Elect: Alicia Crutchlow
	 Abner Creek Middle School
	 acrutchlow@bandlink.org

CHORAL DIVISION

President: William Bennett
	 Cane Bay High School
	 william.bennett@choraldivision.org

Immediate Past-President: Maurice Burgess
	 East Edisto Middle School
	 maurice.burgess@choraldivision.org

President-Elect: Millie Shiflett
	 Beech Springs Middle School
	 millie.shiflett@choraldivision.org

South Carolina Music Educators Association
2023-2025 Officers of the Executive Board
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS

MIOSM Chair: Tamara Silva
	 Round Top Elementary
	 tamara.silva@scmea.net

Teacher Education Chair: Julia McCallum			 
	 Winthrop University				  
	 julia.mccallum@scmea.net

Administrative Representative: Jason Walsh
	 Dorchester School District 2
	 jason.walsh@scmea.net

Awards Committee Chair:  Colleen Marcou
	 Irmo High School
	 colleen.marcou@scmea.net

Editor, South Carolina Musician: Jake Henjes
	 Camp Road Middle School
	 James Island Charter High School
	 jake.henjes@scmea.net

Education Associate: Roger Simpson
	 SC Department of Education
	 rsimpson@ed.sc.gov

Government Relations Chair: Allie Dombkowski		
	 allie.dombkowski@scmea.net

Historian: Joe Meshach
	 SCMEA Retired
	 joe.meshach@scmea.net

Membership Chair: Christi Lewis
	 W. J. Keenan High School
	 93akaviolin@msn.com

South Carolina Music Educators Association
2023-2025 Officers of the Executive Board Continued

Multicultural Committee Chair: Michael McClain
	 Orangeburg-Wilkinson
	 Senior High School
	 michael.mcclain@scmea.net

Collegiate Membership Chair: Johnathan Hall
	 Newberry College
	 johnathan.hall@scmea.net

Music Industry Representative: Matt Roper
	 The Roper Company
	 matt@theropercompany.com

Parliamentarian: Lisa Rayner
	 Pontiac Elementary School
	 lisa.rayner@scmea.net

Retired Member Chair: Edna Grace
	 Retired
	 ivygirllc1@gmail.com

Special Learners Co-Chairs: Carrie Page
	 School for the Deaf & Blind
	 carrie.page@scmea.net
	 Taylor Fussel
	 Forest Hills Elementary School
	 taylor.fussel@scmea.net

Tri-M Music Honor Society Chair: Kevin McLellan
	 Dillon Middle School
	 kevin.mclellan@scma.net

Collegiate Membership President: Patrick Reindl
	 University of South Carolina
	 preindl@email.sc.edu

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
Conference Chair: Alexis Hatch
	 C.E. Williams Middle School
	 alexis.hatch@scmea.net

Equipment Chair: TBA

Events Marketing Coordinator: Lisa Rayner
	 Richland 2 Coordinator of Fine Arts
	 lrayner@richland2.org 

Exhibits Co-Chairs: Matt Roper
	 Roper Music
	 matt@theropercompany.com
	 Martin Dickey
	 martin.dickey@scmea.net

Information Technology: Ryan Tinker
	 Northwestern High School
	 ryan.tinker@scmea.net

PIANO DIVISION

President: Kristine Peters
	 Dubose Middle School
	 kpeters@dorchester2.k12.sc.us

Immediate Past-President: Andrea Quinn
	 West Ashley High School
	 andrea.quinn@scmea.net

WINTER 2025 | www.scmea.net 51



South Carolina Musician | Volume 8052


